A stirred solution of 0.229 g (0.81 mmol) of (2,6-diisopropylphenyl)-[6-(2,6-dimethyl-phenyl)-pyridine-2-yl-methylene]-amine and 0.223 g (0.79 mmol) of [PdCl 2COD] in 30 mL of THF was heated at 70°C for 18 h. The solvent was removed under vacuum and the residue washed with hexane, then dissolved in 50 mL of dichloromethane and filtered over quartz. The resulting orange solution was concentrated and yellow-orange needle-shaped crystals were grown at -25°C (yield 76 %, m.p. 255°C).
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